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Inclement Weather Information for Rensselaer Families

At Rensselaer Central Schools, the safety of our students and staff is our top priority. When
winter weather arrives, we know families need timely and accurate information to plan their day.
This guide explains how we make decisions about delays, cancellations, and eLearning days—
and how we will keep you informed.

How We Make Weather Decisions

Our goal is to decide as early as possible if school needs to be delayed or closed.
Here’s what happens behind the scenes:

Early Morning Checks (Around 4:30 a.m.)

e The superintendent and district staff check road conditions throughout our school district
boundaries.

o We look at county and city roads, neighborhood streets, and RCSC property.

e We monitor weather updates from the National Weather Service, Clarity Weather (BAM
Weather) and NOAA to make informed decisions.

e We communicate with County, City, and State agencies regarding road conditions.

What We Consider

How much snow, ice, or freezing rain has fallen

Expected temperature and wind chill

Visibility and ongoing snowfall

Whether school sidewalks and public roads can be cleared in time
Whether buses can safely run their routes

County or state weather advisories and road closures

When We Decide

By 5:30 a.m. for a delay or cancellation

By 7:30 a.m. for a closure after a delay

These are guidelines not deadlines. Each weather-related decision is unique.
Early dismissal decisions are made as soon as conditions unexpectedly become
dangerous.
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School Delays, Closure/eLearning Days and Early Dismissal
Decisions

Two-Hour Delay
A delay may be used when:

¢ Road conditions need more time to be improve
o Temperatures are expected to rise shortly after the usual school start time
o Visibility is expected to improve

School Closure / eLearning Day
RCSC may move to an eLearning Day if:

Roads are unsafe or impassable

Buses cannot operate safely

Extreme cold or wind chill creates a frostbite risk

County or state officials issue travel advisories or restrictions

If temperatures or wind chills are dangerously low, we follow guidance from the NOAA Wind
Chill Chart included in our district weather resources.

Early Dismissal Procedures
If weather worsens during the school day:

e Families will be notified immediately of an early dismissal
o RCSC will follow the Early Dismissal instructions listed for each student in PowerSchool.
« All after-school activities, athletics, and events will be canceled.

How We Will Notify You

When a decision is made, we notify families right away using:

Automated phone call and text message

Email to the contact information you have provided
An alert on our district website

Post on our Facebook

Local radio stations (WLQI/WRIN)

Local TV outlets (WLFI/CH 18)

If you’re not receiving calls or texts and believe we have your correct information, please email
brightarrow@rensselaerschools.org
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What to Expect on an eLearning Day

If school is closed due to weather, we may hold an eLearning Day so learning can continue
safely from home. Completed eLearning days count as instructional days toward the state-
required school year.

e Teachers will post lessons online and will be available to help students.
e Students should complete assignments according to teacher directions.

Asynchronous eLearning (Learning on Your Own Schedule)

o Students complete lessons, videos, or assignments independently throughout the day.
e Teachers are available during designated hours to answer questions.
o Work must be completed by the teacher’s posted deadline.

Synchronous eLearning (Learning Together in Real Time)

o Students join virtual lessons or check-ins at scheduled times.
e Teachers provide live instruction, demonstrations, or guided practice.
o Students can ask questions and get immediate feedback.

Both types of eLearning allow instruction to continue when weather prevents us from coming to
school. Teachers will clearly communicate what the day will look like and what students need to
complete.

How Families Can Prepare for eLearning

Make sure the school has up-to-date phone numbers and email addresses.

Have a childcare and transportation backup plan in case of closures or early dismissals.
Follow the district’s social media pages for the fastest updates.

Encourage your child to bring home devices and materials when winter storms are
expected.

Our Commitment to You

We understand that weather-related changes can be challenging for families. Our decisions are
always made with the safety of our students and staff in mind, and we will communicate as early
and clearly as possible.

Go Bombers!

Andrew J. Jones
Superintendent of Rensselaer Central Schools

Updated December 2025
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